15.
ANTI-DOPING: 


15.1
OBJECTIVES


15.1.1
The League:-



(a)
condemns the use of performance enhancing drugs and doping practices in sport


(b)
believes that the use of performance enhancing drugs and doping practices is 


contrary to the ethics of sport and potentially harmful to the health of players


(c)
believes that the only legitimate use of drugs in sport is under the supervision of a 

physician for a clinically justified purpose.


15.1.2
The League aims to stop doping practices in sport by:-


(a)
imposing effective sanctions on persons who commit Doping Offences


(b)
educating and informing persons about drugs in sport issues, and 


(c)
supporting the drug testing and education initiatives of ASDA and other drug 


testing authorities.


15.2
INTERPRETATION
In this Regulation the following words and letters will have the following meanings unless the context in which they are used otherwise permits or requires:-


15.2.1
“AIS’ means the Australian Institute of Sport.


15.2.2
“AOC” means the Australian Olympic Committee Inc.


15.2.3
“ASC” means the Australian Sports Commission established by the Australian 


Sports Commission Act 1989.


15.2.4
“ASDA” means the Australian Sports Drug Agency established by the Australian 

Sports Drug Agency Act 1990.


15.2.5
“Player” means a person who:-


(a)
is a Player as defined in Regulation 1.


(b)
uses the facilities of the VFL.


15.2.6
“CAS” means the Court of Arbitration for Sport (Oceania Registry).


15.2.7
“Club Medical Officer” means a qualified medical practitioner appointed by a 


League Club who is a Registered Official of that League Club.


15.2.8
“Doping” means:-


(a)
the presence or the indication that there has been present in a Player’s body 


tissues or fluids of substances belonging to classes of pharmacological agents; or


(b)
the use or administration by a Player of the substances belonging to the classes of 

pharmacological agents; or


(c)
the use of the various methods prohibited under this Regulation.



15.2.9
“Doping Offence” means and includes:-


(a)
Doping


(b)
The refusal to provide a sample for testing upon request


(c)
Trafficking; and


(d)
(i)
aiding, abetting, counseling or procuring a person



(ii)
inducing (whether by threats or promises or otherwise) a person



(iii)
being in any way, whether directly or indirectly, concerned in, or party; or



(iv)
conspiring with any other person to effect any of the practices described in 


Regulation 15.2.9 (d) (i) & 15.2.9 (d) (iii).


15.2.10
“Drug Disciplinary Tribunal”or “Tribunal” means the tribunal appointed 


under Regulation 10.1.


15.2.11
“Drug testing authority” means:-


(a)
ASDA, or


(b)
an agency appointed by ASDA, the VFL or a national drug testing authority 


which:-



(i)
operates under its own statute, rules and regulations, and



(ii)
has samples analysed by an VFL approved or an IOC accredited laboratory, 


or


(c)
an agency which conducts testing on players for the detection of prohibited 


substances where:-



(i)
the methods of testing substantially accord with VFL or IOC procedures, and 



(ii)
the sample is analysed by an VFL approved or an IOC accredited laboratory.


15.2.12
“VFL General Manager” means the person appointed as VFL General Manager of the League under Regulation 1 and includes any corporation person or entity to whom he has delegated his obligations and powers under Regulation 15.20.


15.2.13
“IOC” means the International Olympic Committee created by the Congress of 


Paris of 23 June 1894 which is entrusted with the control and development of the 

Modern Olympic Games pursuant to the Olympic Charter.


15.2.14
“Regonised Medical Authority” means:


(a)
the Australian Sports Drug Medical Advisory Committee established under the 


amended ASDA Act 1990, or


(b)
an authority recognised by the ASDMAC which may authorise the use of prohibited 

substance and / or prohibited method for therapeutic purpose.


15.2.15
“Member” means:-


(a)
a person who, is a member of the League, or club which is a licence holder in the 

VFL.


(b)
a person who is a member of a Club includes a person taking part in, or involved in 

or associated with (e.g. as a coach, official, medical or allied health practitioner) 

any sporting activity conducted, authorised or recognised by the VFL.



15.2.16
“National Sports Dispute Centre” means the National Sports Disputes Centre 

Pty Ltd (ACN 072380217).


15.2.17
“Official” means a person who administers, manages, assists or is otherwise 


involved in Australian Football competitions conducted by the League other than as 

a player, or medical or analogous health practitioner.


15.2.18
“Positive Test Result” means the result of testing of a sample provided by a 


Player under this Regulation and which reveals the presence of a substance 


prohibited under this Regulation.


15.2.19
“Prohibited method” means a method prohibited under this Regulation.


15.2.20
“Responsible Authority” means any organisation or body recognised by the 


Australian Sports Commission as an organisation or body which controls a branch 

of sport.


15.2.21
“Recognised Medical Authority” means:-


(a)
the Recognised Medical Authority, or 


(b)
a body recognised by ASDA or the Recognised Medical Authority which has the 

power to authorise the use of a prohibited substance; or


(c)
a VFL Medical Officer.



15.2.22
“Sample” means human biological fluid or tissue.


15.2.23
“Testing” means the requesting, collecting and analysis of a sample.


15.2.24
“this Regulation” means this Regulation 15.


15.2.25
“Trafficking” means:-


(a)
manufacturing, extracting, transforming, preparing, storing, expediting, 



transporting, importing, transiting, offering (whether subject to payment or free of 

charge), distributing, selling, exchanging, brokering, obtaining in any form, 


prescribing, commercialising, making over, accepting, possessing, holding, buying 

acquiring in any manner a prohibited substance


(b)
financing or serving as an intermediary for the finance of any of the activities in 


paragraph 15.2.26.1


(c)
provoking or procuring in any way the consumption or use of a prohibited 


substance, or 


(d)
being knowingly concerned or involved in a prohibited method.


15.2.26
“VFL” means Football Victoria Ltd. trading as the Victorian Football League.


15.2.27
“VFL Medical Officer” means the person or persons appointed under Regulation 

15.8.




15.2.28
(a)
Reference to:-




(i)
the singular includes the plural and the plural includes the singular;




(ii)
one gender includes the other gender; and




(iii)
a person includes a body corporate or other legal entity.


15.2.29
If a person to whom this Regulation applies consists of more than one natural 


person, then this Regulation binds them jointly and severally.


15.2.30
Headings are for convenience only and do not form part of this Regulation or affect 

its interpretation.


15.2.31
“including” and similar words are not words of limitation.


15.2.32
Where a word or expression is given a particular meaning, other parts of speech 

and grammatical forms of that word or expression have a corresponding meaning.

15.2.33 Any word or phrase which is not defined in this Regulation which is defined in Regulation 1 will have the meaning given to it in Regulation 1 unless the context in which it is used in this Regulation requires otherwise.


15.3
APPLICATION OF THIS REGULATION


This Regulation applies to:



15.3.1
Any member as defined in Regulation 15.2.15.


15.3.2
Any employee of or contractor to the VFL.


15.3.3
Any Player, member or other person to whom this Regulation applies who commits 

a Doping Offence or otherwise breaches the provisions of this Regulation is liable 

to the penalties and sanction provided by these Regulations.


15.3.4
A Club will be deemed to have breached this Regulation should any of its Officers 

or Officials breach this Regulation and may be penalised or sanctioned in addition 

to the Officers or Officials concerned.

15.4
PROHIBITED CLASSES OF PHARMACOLOGICAL AGENTS AND PROHIBITED METHODS


15.4.1
The classes of pharmacological agents and methods prohibited under this 


Regulation are those prohibited by the International Olympic Committee from time 

to time and as described in the IOC Classification with the following modifications:-



(a)
The following substances:


- alcohol

- cannabinoids (marijuana and hashish)

- pseudoephidrine

- salbutamol, salmeterol and terbutaline by inhaler only for Players who suffer from   
  asthma

- local anaesthetics (excluding cocaine)

- corticosteriods; and 

- beta blockers



are not prohibited under this Regulation even though they:


(b)
are or might be in the future prohibited by the IOC; or



(c)
are or might be in the future prohibited under certain conditions by the IOC.


15.4.2
Each Club must ensure that its Medical Officers keep and maintain complete and 

accurate records in respect of the use or administration of local anaesthetics and  

corticosteroids to Players within his Club. The details in these records must include 

diagnosis, dose and route of administration.



Such records must be produced to the VFL Medical Officer or to the Recognised 

Medical Authority upon request.



15.4.3
For the purpose of applying the Olympic Movement Anti – Doping Code, all 


references in the Olympic Movement Anti – Doping Code to:-



“respiratory or team physician”, “team doctor” and “physician” will be read and 


construed as meaning “Club Medical Officer”, or the players usual treating “medical 

practitioner”.


15.4.4
A copy of the Olympic Movement Anti – Doping Code current as at 31 January 


1999 is included in Appendix 13A to these Regulations. All amendments or 


additions to the Olympic Movement Anti – Doping Code will automatically apply to 

this Regulation unless specifically exempted by Regulation 15.4.1 or any 


amendment to it.


15.4.5
Persons and other bodies to whom this Regulation applies are specifically 


cautioned as follows:-


(a)
the Olympic Movement Anti – Doping Code describes, amongst other things, 


prohibited classes of pharmacological agents. The naming of substances in the 

Olympic Movement Anti – Doping Code is by way of example only of each 


prohibited class of pharmacological agents and the fact that a substance is not so 

named does not affect its prohibition if the substance is within a prohibited class of 

pharmacological agents.


(b)
amendments or additions to the Olympic Movement Anti – Doping Code take effect 

under this Regulation at the same time as they take effect under the Olympic 


Movement Anti – Doping Code and notwithstanding that any amendment or 


addition to the IOC Classification is not included as an amendment to Appendix 

13A.


(c)
it is the obligation of each person to whom this Regulation applies to inform himself 

of all substances and methods prohibited under this Regulation.
15.5
DOPING OFFENCES



It is a breach of this Regulation if a person to whom it applies, as described in Regulation 
15.3, commits a Doping Offence. For the purposes of this Regulation:-


15.5.1
A Player commits a Doping Offence if:


(a)
a prohibited substance is present within the players body tissue or fluids, unless:



(i)
the Player uses the prohibited substance for a therapeutic purpose (as 



defined in Regulation 15.5.3)



(ii)
there are exceptional circumstances (as defined in Regulation 15.5.4)



(b)
the Player uses or takes advantage of a prohibited method, or


(c)
the Player refuses to provide a sample for testing when requested by a drug testing 

authority.


15.5.2
A person (including a Player) commits a Doping Offence if:-


(a)
the person is knowingly involved in trafficking, or 


(b)
the person knowingly assists, or is knowingly involved in the commission of a 


Doping Offence by another person.


15.5.3
Therapeutic Purpose


A person uses a prohibited substance for a therapeutic purpose if:-


(a)
the person had written approval prior to testing from a Recognised Medical 


Authority for the therapeutic use of the prohibited substance


(b)
the level of the prohibited substances in the sample is consistent with the approved 

therapeutic use, and


(c)
the therapeutic use of the prohibited substance is not inconsistent with ASC rules.


15.5.4
Exceptional Circumstances

(a)
Exceptional circumstance exist if the presence of the prohibited substances is 


beyond a person’s control. For example:-




(i)
a person has a natural Testosterone:Epitestosterone ratio above 6:1, or



(ii)
a person is administered a prohibited substance in hospital without his 



knowledge.


(b)
Exceptional circumstances do not exist merely because a person:-



(i)
took the prohibited substance inadvertently, or 



(ii)
did not know that the substance was prohibited.


(c)
The onus of proof is on the person who claims that:-



(i)
he used a prohibited substance for a therapeutic purpose, or 



(ii)
there are exceptional circumstances.

15.6
OBLIGATIONS OF THE LEAGUE


15.6.1
The League will:-


(a)
Give ASDA timely and accurate player contact information

(b) Support and assist ASDA to conduct doping control



(c)
Make a copy of this Regulation available to members, Players, Registered 


Officials, Club Medical Officers and other health practitioners associated with 


Clubs.


(d)
Develop and implement, in consultation with ASDA a drug education and 


information programs for Players, Registered Officials, Club Medical Officers and 

other health practitioners associated with Clubs.


(e)
Support the initiatives  of the ASC to stop Doping Offences in sport.


(f)
Not disclose or use information about a person who is alleged to have, or has 


committed a Doping Offence except to:-



(i)
the ASC



(ii)
the AOC, or



(iii)
any other person until after:-




(i)
the Tribunal has made its determination;




(ii)
or in the case of an appeal the CAS has made a determination, or 




(iii)
the VFL General Manager has decided not to refer the matter to the Tribunal for hearing.


15.7
OBLIGATIONS OF LEAGUE CLUBS, PLAYERS AND OFFICIALS


15.7.1
All Players, Clubs and members must observe and comply with this Regulation 15.


15.7.2
A Player must give a sample for testing at the request of either ASDA or an VFL 

Medical Officer.


15.7.3



(a)
Before the commencement of the VFL competition in each year every Player must 

declare in writing to his Club Medical Officer all substances and medications he is 

taking or using or has taken or used since the last match in which the Player 


participated in the previous year.


(b)
Each Club Medical Officer must maintain and keep a written record in respect of 

each 
Player of all substances and medications so declared and advised to him.


(c)
The records referred to in Regulation 15.7.3 (c) must be produced by a Club Medical Officer to a Recognised Medical Authority upon request by either the General Manager or a Recognised Medical Authority.


15.7.4
Each League Club must:-

(a) notify its Players that they are liable for selection to provide samples for testing of Doping whether in or out of competition;



(b)
educate its Players, Officers and Officials in respect of:-



(i)
the dangers and consequences of the use of performance enhancing substances and to this end will ensure that all such persons attend all drug awareness or education lectures given by ASDA to the Club and will maintain and keep a written record of all such attendees which will be signed by all attendees and certified by the Club’s President or General Manager. This record will be provided upon request to the VFL General Manager or a VFL Medical Officer.




(ii)
their respective obligations under this Regulation; and



(iii)
the penalties which are applicable for a breach of this Regulation.


(c)
advise the VFL in writing of all steps, actions and other matters undertaken by it 

under Regulation 15.7.4 (b) (i).


(d)
permit and assist ASDA to attend Matches and training sessions in order to obtain 

samples from Players for testing and provide the facilities required under Appendix 

13B to enable ASDA to obtain such samples;


(e)
permit ASDA to obtain samples from Players for testing other than at Matches and 

training sessions and provide all necessary assistance and allow the ASDA 


representatives unlimited access to the training and changing rooms and other 


Match facilities for this purpose;


(f)
require and cause its Players and Officers and Officials to permit ASDA to collect 

samples for testing and provide all necessary assistance for this purpose;


(g)
arrange for completion and return of forms required for the purposes of ASDA at 

the request of ASDA;


(h)
promptly notify the VFL General Manager of any circumstances which may be or are a breach of this Regulation;


(i)
upon request promptly provide to the VFL General Manager and the VFL Medical 

Officer with such information and assistance as he may request concerning the 

application of this Regulation, any alleged breach of this Regulation or any practice 

concerning the use of drugs in Australian Football;


(j)
permit and assist the VFL General Manager or a Recognised Medical Officer to have 
access to the players’ room at each Match, the facility provided by the Club for the collection of samples by ASDA, the written records kept and maintained under Regulations 15.4.2 and 15.7.3 and to any other information he requires in performing his duties;


(k)
appoint a Club Liaison Officer ;

(l) ensure that its Players and Club Medical Officers comply with their obligations under Regulations 15.4.2 and 15.7.3;



(m)
upon request, promptly provide to ASDA the names, addresses and telephone 


numbers of the Players listed on all Club Lists;


(n)
upon request, promptly provide to ASDA the Club’s training schedule, inclusive of 

the date, time and place where the Players of the Club will train;


(o)
promptly advise ASDA of any change to the information provided by the Club 


under Regulations 15.7.4 (m) and 15.7.4 (n).

15.8
VFL MEDICAL OFFICER


The VFL must appoint an VFL Medical Officer and a Deputy VFL Medical Officer neither of 
whom may be associated in any official capacity with a League Club and whose 
responsibilities are to:-


15.8.1
assist in the implementation of this Regulation in accordance with instructions 


given by Football Commission from time to time;


15.8.2
ensure that all sampling and testing of Players is conducted according to this 


Regulation;


15.8.3
authorise the use by Players of otherwise prohibited substances for therapeutic 

use;



15.8.4
investigate the facts and circumstances surrounding any actual or alleged Doping 

Offence or any actual or alleged breach of this Regulation


15.8.5
report to the VFL General Manager on circumstances known to or suspected by him to amount to a breach of this Regulation or any practice concerning the use of drugs in Australian Football;


15.8.6
report to the Tribunal on circumstances known to him concerning any hearing 


arising out of the application of this Regulation; and


15.8.7
recommend to the VFL General Manager changes to this Regulation or any other rule changes appropriate to combat and regulate the use of drugs in sport.

15.9
TESTING FOR DOPING


15.9.1
Sampling and testing of Players must be conducted substantially in conformity with 

the procedures described in Appendix 13 B to these Regulations. Minor 



irregularities, which can not reasonably be considered to have affected the results 

of otherwise valid tests, will not invalidate such results.


15.9.2
Where testing reveals a testosterone (T) to epitestosterone (E) ratio equal to or greater than two and one half (2.5) to one (1) in the urine of a Player, the VFL General Manager may give to that Player notification of this fact and may require the Player to undergo further tests to determine whether this ratio is due to a physiological or pathological condition or whether there is other evidence that the Player has used or administered substances prohibited under this Regulation. A copy of this notification will be given to the Player’s Club.



Any such result will not, of itself, constitute a breach of this Regulation except that 

if it is established that the Player has used or administered testosterone 



(notwithstanding that the Player’s T/E ratio is less than 6) or other substance 


prohibited under this Regulation then, subject to Regulation 15.10 such use or 


administration will constitute a breach of this Regulation.

15.10 THERAPEUTIC USE


15.10.1
Where a Player through his Club has received authorisation from a Recognised 

Medical Authority to use a substance otherwise prohibited under this Regulation 

then, solely for the Player concerned and subject to the conditions attaching to the 

authorisation, the substance concerned will be deemed not to be prohibited under 

this Regulation. The authorisation must be in force before the Player concerned 

uses or administers the said substance.


15.10.2
All applications for therapeutic use of an otherwise prohibited substance must be 

made in writing on behalf of a Player solely by his Club Medical Officer to a 


Recognised Medical Authority. The application must include a description of the 

Player’s medical condition, objective medical data to support the medical condition, 

length of treatment and verification there is no alternative available and practical 

medication that does not contain prohibited substances. The Recognised Medical 

Authority may require the provision of additional information and may also require 

the Player to undergo a medical examination by the Recognised Medical Authority.


15.10.3
The Recognised Medical Authority will determine the application according to the 

following criteria:-


(a)
that the Player would experience significant impairment of his health if the 


prohibited substance were withheld;


(b)
no enhancement of the Player’s normal level of performance would result from the 

administration of the prohibited substance as medically prescribed;


(c)
the Player would not be denied the prohibited substance if he were not competing 

in competition conducted or a match authorised by the League;


(d)
no permitted available and practical alternative medication can be reasonably 


substituted for the prohibited substance; and


(e)
no authorisation may be given in respect of anabolic steroids.


15.10.4
A Recognised Medical Authority may only give authorisation under this Regulation 

and must prescribe the conditions attaching to such authorisation. These 


conditions must include dosage and the time period in which the substance may be 

used or administered, which period is not to extend beyond 31 October in the year 

authorisation is given.


15.10.5
Subject to Regulation 15.10.6, all authorisation must be in writing. Copies of all 


authorisations must be provided by the Recognised Medical Authority to the VFL

General Manager.


15.10.6
Where the administration of a prohibited substance to a Player is deemed as being 

urgent by a qualified medical practitioner, and it is impractical in the interest of the 

Player’s health to obtain prior written authorisation from a Recognised Medical 


Officer, then the Player’s Club Medical Officer must give written notification to a 

Recognised Medical Authority of the administration of the prohibited substance as 

soon as is reasonably practical. The Player concerned will be ineligible to 


participate in a Competition conducted or a Match authorised by the League until 

written authorization is provided.


15.10.7
Should a Club Medical Officer provide incorrect information or information which is 

incomplete, misleading or likely to mislead or if the Club Medical Officer omits to 

provide any relevant information in respect of an application, this will be a breach 

of this Regulation for which both the Club Medical Officer and the Club will be 


severally liable.

15.11 OFFENCES


15.11.1
The commission of a Doping Offence is a breach of this Regulation.


15.11.2
Where a person admits to having committed a Doping Offence or other breach of 

this Regulation, then that admission constitutes proof of the Doping Offence or 


other breach of this Regulation (as the case may be) by that person.


15.11.3
It is a breach of this Regulation for a Player or other person to whom this 


Regulation applies to breach the anti-doping policy of any Responsible Authority. 

The VFL will recognise the finding by or on behalf of any Responsible Authority 

that a Player as breached the anti-doping policy of that Responsible Authority, and 

the Player or person concerned will be subject to penalty under this Regulation as 

if that Player or person has committed a Doping Offence.


15.11.4
It is a breach of this Regulation by a Club if it permits a Player to participate in any 

competition conducted or Match authorised by the VFL where the Player is 


ineligible to so participate under this Regulation.


15.12
ADVICE OF ALLEGED BREACH AND INVESTIGATIONS


15.12.1

ASDA will notify the VFL General Manager in writing of the names and results of any player who returns a Positive Test Result for Doping or who fails to comply with the requirement to provide a sample for testing.


15.12.2
Every Player, Club, Officer, Registered Official and any other official of a League Club 
must notify the VFL General Manager of all facts and circumstances where the Player, League Club, Officer, Registered Official or other official believes there is or may be a Doping Offence or other breach of this Regulation.

15.12.3 Immediately upon receipt of notification from ASDA of the Positive Test Result for the A sample (which, for the purposes of this Regulation is to be taken as meaning the sample contained in the collection vessel marked “A” as set out in paragraph E 4.8 of Appendix 13 B) the Player concerned will advise the VFL General Manager and his League Club in writing of that fact.



15.12.4
Unless otherwise determined by Football Victoria in any case, a Player will be 


ineligible to participate in any Match from the earlier of:


(a)
notification from ASDA to him of the Positive Test Result for the A sample (where 

applicable); or


(b)
the issuing to him of a notice by the VFL General Manager under Regulation 15.13.4 until either:-


(c)
ASDA advises the Player and the VFL General Manager that the testing of the B 

sample (which, for the purposes of this Regulation is to be taken as meaning the 

sample contained in the collection vessel marked “B” as set out in clause E 4.8 of 

Appendix B), has failed to confirm the positive A sample test result; or 


(d)
the determination of the Tribunal.


15.12.5
The VFL General Manager and a Recognised Medical Authority may investigate the facts and circumstances surrounding any actual or alleged Doping Offence, or any actual or alleged other breach of this Regulation.


15.12.6
Every Player, Club, Officer, Registered Official and other official must upon the 


request of the General Manager or a Recognised Medical Authority:-


(a)
fully co-operate with any investigation;


(b)
fully and truthfully answer any question asked for the purpose of such investigation; 

and


(c)
provide any document in their possession or control relevant to such investigation



15.12.7
A Player, Club, Officer, Registered Official or other official must not provide to the VFL General Manager or to a Recognised Medical Authority, any information which is in any respect incomplete, false or misleading or likely to mislead.





15.13 INVESTIGATION OF A DOPING OFFENCE AND REFERRAL TO HEARING


15.13.1
If the VFL General Manager receives information that a person or Club may have 

committed a Doping Offence, he must investigate the matter.


15.13.2
If the VFL General Manager:-


(a)
reasonably believes that a person or Club may have committed a Doping Offence; 

or 


(b)
receives a notice from a drug testing authority of:-



(i)
a Positive Test Result by the person, or

(ii) a refusal by the person to provide a sample he must refer the matter for 



hearing by the Tribunal.



15.13.3
In the event that a Player advises ASDA and the General Manager that he does 

not require the B sample to be tested and admits the Doping Offence, the 


Tribunal’s hearing will be conducted solely as to the penalty to be imposed.


15.13.4



(a)
Where the VFL General Manager believes a Club and/or any other person may have 
committed a breach of this Regulation other than a Doping Offence he must give written notice to that League Club’s President or General Manager and/or the other person concerned stating the relevant facts alleged by him to constitute such breach and requiring the President or General Manager and/or the other person concerned to show cause within 7 days why the breach should not be established.


(b)
If the Club through its President or General Manager and/or the other person concerned fails to satisfy the VFL General Manager that a breach of this Regulation has not been established, the VFL General Manager must refer the matter for hearing by the Tribunal.

15.13.5
Where the VFL General Manager refers a matter for hearing by the Tribunal, he must 
give written notice of the hearing to the person or Club concerned which notice must:-


(a)
set out the nature and particulars of the alleged Doping Offence or other alleged 

breach of this Regulation;


(b)
must state the date time and place at which the Tribunal will conduct its hearing 

into the Doping Offence;


15.13.6
The Tribunal must determine:-


(a)
whether a person or Club has committed a Doping Offence, and/or other breach of 

this Regulation and if so


(b)
what penalty will apply, and


(c)
how long the penalty will apply.

15.14 HEARINGS OF THE DRUG DISCIPLINARY TRIBUNAL


15.14.1
Where the Tribunal conducts a hearing it:-


(a)
may conduct the hearing in such manner as it determines.


(b)
must conduct the hearing:-



(i)
with as little formality and technicality; and



(ii)
as quickly as proper consideration of the matter permits


(c)
may conduct the hearing by telephone or other conference facility.


(d)
may examine and cross-examine witnesses.


(e)
may appoint a legal practitioner and/or other person to assist it, and


(f)
may allow the person alleged to have committed a Doping Offence to:-



(i)
examine and cross-examine witnesses, and



(ii)
be assisted by a legal practitioner or other person.


15.14.2
Where the alleged Doping Offence arises out of a Positive Test Result, the 


Tribunal may only determine that a Doping Offence has not occurred if the Player 

establishes to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that:-


(a)
exceptional circumstances (as defined in Regulation 15.5.4) exist;


(b)
the sampling or testing procedure was not conducted in accordance with the 


procedures outlined in Appendix 13 B;


(c)
the samples which led to the Positive Test Result were not those of the Player; or


(d)
the samples which led to the Positive Test Result were so contaminated as to 


materially affect the result of the test; or any combination of these factors. 



This Regulation 15.14.2 will not apply where the Player has admitted the Doping 

Offence and Regulation 15.13.3 applies.



15.14.3
A person may appear in person or may be represented by a Players’ Advocate, Registered Official of a Club or a Legal Practitioner. The League may be represented by the VFL General Manager or Legal Practitioner. The costs and expense of any such advocate (including a Legal Practitioner) will be borne by the person on whose behalf he appears. The costs and expense of any Registered Official of a Club in attending a hearing of the Drug Disciplinary Tribunal will be borne by the relevant Club even if such attendance was at the request or direction of the League.


15.14.4
Unless the Tribunal otherwise directs in respect of sensitive and personal medical 

evidence, all hearings before it will be open to the representatives of the media and 

other interested persons as may be authorised by the VFL General Manager.


15.14.5
The entry on the Register of Notifiable Events by ASDA under the Australian 


Sports Drug Agency Act 1990 (or any amendment or replacement thereof) will be 

recognised by the Tribunal as proof, and without the need for further enquiry, that 

the sampling and testing procedures required under Regulation 15.9 have been 

observed.









15.14.6
The Tribunal will give the VFL General Manager a written statement of:-


(a)
the findings of the hearing;


(b)
what penalty (if any) will apply, and


(c)
how long the penalty (if any) will apply.

15.15 NOTIFICATION OF PENALTIES


Upon the imposition of a penalty for a Doping Offence by the Tribunal, the League will send 
details of the Doping Offence and the penalty imposed to:-


15.15.1
The Responsible Authority for any sport in which the League believes the Player or 

person also competes, participates or is otherwise involved;


15.15.2
ASDA;


15.15.3
Australian Sports Commission; and


15.15.4
Any other person or organisation the VFL believes should be informed.

15.16 PENALTIES


15.16.1
A person (other than a Club) who is found to have committed a Doping Offence 

will:-


(a)
automatically cease to be registered as a Player by the VFL;


(b)
be banned from competing in any competition conducted or match authorised by 

the VFL;


(c)
be ineligible to hold office in the League or in any Club; for the period determined 

by the Tribunal according to Regulation 15.16.2.


15.16.2
The period of the penalties for Doping Offences are:-


(a)
where the Doping Offence involves:-



(i)
prohibited anabolic agents;



(ii)
peptide and glycoprotein hormones and analogues;



(iii)
a prohibited method (including diuretics where the Player does not establish 


to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that they were not used as a masking 



agent);



(iv)
a refusal to provide a sample; or



(v)
Trafficking, is:-



(vi)
a minimum of two years for the first offence; and



(vii)
life for a second offence;






(b)
in all other cases:-



(i)
up to three months for a first offence;

(ii) two years for a second offence; and




(iii)
life for a third offence.


15.16.3
A Player who is found to have returned a Positive Test Result for Doping may be 

required by the Tribunal to undergo a drug rehabilitation programme in addition to 

any other sanction imposed. A first time offending Player who refuses or fails to 

undertake any required drug rehabilitation programme will automatically receive a 

20 Match suspension in addition to any other penalty already imposed by the 


Tribunal. Any subsequent refusal or failure by a first time offending Player, or a 


refusal by a second time offending Player, will automatically incur a lifetime 


suspension.


15.16.4
The above penalties may be applied to a person regardless of any penalty, its 


duration or timing or whether current or past, imposed by any Responsible 


Authority provided that:-


(a)
the VFL will recognise penalties imposed by any Responsible Authority to 


determine whether the breach is a first, second or third offence; and


(b)
in the event that a Responsible Authority has imposed a heavier penalty than that 

which may be imposed under Regulations 15.16.1 to 15.16.3, the Tribunal may 

impose the same sanction imposed by that Responsible Authority.


15.16.5
Where the Tribunal determines that a Club has committed a breach of this 


Regulation, the Club is liable to the following penalties:-


(a)
in the case of a Doping Offence a sum of not less than $15,000 nor more than 


$30,000;


(b)
in the case of any other breach of this Regulation a fine of not less than $5,000; as 

the Tribunal determines and considers appropriate in its absolute discretion.


15.16.6
Where the Tribunal determines that a person (other than a Club) has committed a 

breach of this Regulation other than a Doping Offence, or the person is liable to a 

penalty of at least $5,000.00 and suspension or disqualification from holding any 

office with the VFL and a Club for such period as the Tribunal considers 


appropriate in its absolute discretion.


15.16.7
In addition to any other penalty provided in this Regulation 15.16 the Tribunal may 

impose any one or more of the following penalties on a person who has been 


found to have committed a Doping Offence namely:-


(a)
bar the person from selection to represent the VFL or Australia in national or 


international matches;


(b)
make the person ineligible to receive any direct or indirect funding or assistance 

from the VFL;


(c)
require the person to remain on ASDA’s register for the purpose of out-of-matches 

testing;





(d)
recommend that the VFL, the ASC or the AIS require the person to repay financial 

assistance given to the person from the date of the Doping Offence;


(e)
withdraw awards, personal scores and records won in matches conducted by or 

under the auspices of the VFL from the date of the Doping Offence;


(f)
reprimand the person.


15.16.8
In determining the penalty to be imposed for any breach of this Regulation, the 


Tribunal must have regard to the need to demonstrate to all participants in the 


sport of Australian Football that the use of performance enhancing substances will 

not be tolerated.


15.16.9
All penalties will commence on the date of the determination by the Tribunal.


15.16.10
In any hearing concerning:-


(a)
a Positive Test Result for a substance prohibited under this Regulation; or


(b)
the use of a method prohibited under this Regulation through the administration of 

substances; resulting from reasonable therapeutic activities at the prescription and 

direction of a duly qualified medical practitioner, the Tribunal may reduce the 


penalty (but not overturn the Doping Offence) only if the Player establishes to the 

satisfaction of the Tribunal that he did not know that he had taken or been 


administered the relevant substance provided he had acted reasonably in all the 

relevant circumstances and, as a result, the penalty should be reduced.

15.17 ENFORCEMENT OF PENALTIES


15.17.1
The VFL will enforce any penalty decided by the Tribunal if the penalty is 


consistent with this Regulation.


15.17.2
The VFL may appeal under Regulation 15.19 if the General Manager believes the 

penalty is inconsistent with this Regulation.


15.17.3
The VFL will recognise and enforce a penalty properly imposed on a person who 

has committed an offence under the anti-doping policy of:-


(a)
the IOC; or


(b)
any other organisation recognised by the ASC where the offence would be a 


Doping Offence under this Regulation.


15.17.4
The VFL General Manager must inform:-


(a)
the person against whom any penalty is imposed;


(b)
any relevant sporting organisation;


(c)
the ASC, and


(d)
ASDA



of the offence and the penalty imposed by the Tribunal and he may then inform 

other persons or organisations as he thinks appropriate.





15.18 REVIEW OF A FINDING OF A DOPING OFFENCE OR A PENALTY


15.18.1
A person may make an application to the VFL General Manager for review of a finding of a Doping Offence or a penalty where new and relevant information becomes available which was:-


(a)
not considered by the Tribunal at the hearing; and


(b)
not available to the person at the time of the hearing.


15.18.2
An application under Regulation 15.18.1 must:-


(a)
be in writing, and 


(b)
set out the new and relevant information.


15.18.3
The VFL General Manager will consider the application and may refer it to the Tribunal to:-


(a)
review the finding that the person committed the Doping Offence, and


(b)
decide whether to reduce or withdraw the sanction.


15.18.4
A penalty will remain in force during the review unless the Tribunal decides 


otherwise.


15.18.5
The VFL General Manager must inform:-


(a)
the person;


(b)
any relevant sporting organisation including the AFL;


(c)
the ASC;


(d)
ASDA;


(e)
any person or organisation informed of the original determination under Regulation 

15.18.4



of any change to the original determination as a result of the review and he may 

then inform other persons or organisations as he thinks appropriate.

15.19 APPEALS


15.19.1
Any person, including the League aggrieved by a decision of the Tribunal under 

this Regulation may appeal against the decision to the CAS Appeals Division.

15.19.2 The CAS Appeals Division will rehear the matters appealed against as set out in the Regulation of Sport-related Arbitration.



15.19.3
A party to the appeal may:-


(a)
appear in person or in the case of (a body corporate may be represented by any of 

its officers), or


(b)
be represented by a legal or other representative.


15.19.4
The decision of CAS Appeals Division will be final and binding on the parties to the 

appeal. No person (including the VFL) may institute or maintain proceedings in 


relation to the appeal in any court or tribunal other than the CAS Appeals Division.


15.19.5
Any penalty imposed by the Tribunal will remain in force during the appeal unless 

the CAS Appeals Division decides otherwise.

15.20 DELEGATION OF POWERS BY VFL GENERAL MANAGER


The VFL General Manager appointed under VFL Regulation 1 may delegate any of the 
obligations and powers given to him by this Regulation to any corporation person or entity 
upon such terms and with such restrictions and to be exercised either concurrently with or to 
the exclusion of those obligations and powers as he deems fit.

